U16s Vs Godmanchester Rovers.

Some woeful finishing and lots of missed opportunities almost cost the U16s dear as they just managed to beat Godmanchester 4 – 3 with a goal in the last two minutes.

The U16s started brightly and after dominating possession for the first fifteen minutes were rewarded with their first goal. Superb work by left winger, Owen Robertson, led to the goal as he beat his man and delivered a perfect cross for Danny Player to tuck home smartly.  

The next fifteen minutes was much of the same with the U16s totally dominating but with no reward. Some good saves from the Godmanchester keeper and some bad finishing meant that after half an hour the score was still only one – nil.

Godmanchester failed to register a shot on target until around the thirty five minute mark when a weak shot from outside the box was fumbled by Olly Thorpe and allowed to trickle into the goal. The teams went in level at half time.

The U16s fitness helped in the second half but they still failed to put the ball in the net, with a number of players missing what can only be described as sitters. It took until around fifteen minutes of the second half before a superb piece of individual skill from Dan Berryman restored the U16s lead again. Dan controlled the ball on his chest before taking it round his man, creating space for himself and burying from just outside the 18 yard box. 

More chances came and went for the U16s but they were unable to put the game beyond their opponents, who with all credit never gave up. After twenty five minutes of the second half a hopeful pass from a Godmanchester player went down the line and Nils Downs seemed to have it covered only for him to be dragged down by the on running striker who was then able to finish. This was cruel luck on the U16s as it was a blatant foul but the team was paying a price for not converting clearcut chances into goals.

With fifteen minutes to play the score was two all, Godmanchester having had only two shots on goal and the U16s having so many they will have lost count. The never-say-die attitude of the U16s should give them heart though, and Dan Berryman was once again involved in the third goal as his powerful shot rebounded off the cross bar and may well have been over the line before Conor Walsh made sure… both players will no doubt claim the goal – one for the dubious goals panel!  

The three – two lead lasted only a few minutes as Godmanchester found themselves in unknown territory... the U16s penalty area! And a hard challenge from Mark Day, who overall had a solid match, sent the Godmanchester striker about nine feet in the air and squealing and the ref had no choice but to award a penalty. Olly came close but could not keep the penalty out. 

Godmanchester must have thought they had done enough when Chris Pope hit over from 5 yards with five minutes to play, but with only about two minutes left, a smart pull back from Chris made up for his earlier mistake and a powerful shot from Dan Stewart gave the keeper no chance and the U16s gained all three points to move ahead of Hardwick Harriers and into 3rd place in the league. 

Team: Olly Thorpe, Art Chewpreecha, Mark Day, Nils Downs, David Coplowe, Danny Player, Dan Stewart, Adam Green , Conor Walsh, Owen Robertson, Dan Berryman. 

Subs: Jan Irwin and Chris Pope (both used). 

