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Letter of Understanding

Comberton Crusaders FC 2007-08

This is a statement of intentions for our team for all parents and carers.

Our players are entering a series of games often driven by tables, published results and stats. However enjoyment and maximum participation for all players is our first and key objective. 

Our clubs coaching & training philosophy is in line with FA and UEFA principles. Each training session should provide a of balance of understanding about the activity, conditioning or fitness, a skill that progresses during the session and tactics to be used during match play.

Lack of match duration fitness and pre-game preparation are estimated to be the two biggest issues in British youth football. On game days we expect players ready with shinpads and boots on, to take the field 30 minutes before kickoff. This helps players warm up properly and prepare mentally as a team. It also helps us to spot injuries & weaknesses from colds or sickness.

In all Mini Soccer games we try to rotate the team so players get equal playing time. As we progress through the age groups in Colts and Girls Football rolling substitutions allow us to retain a stronger team on the field but also give our subs good playing time. If we believe a player is injured or physically distressed we will substitute them early and explain why.

For more see: Mini Soccer - FA Laws of the Game and FA Laws of the Game
In return we ask that:

You phone, text or e-mail us as soon as you know, if your player can’t play.

As the weather gets colder and wetter you send them with a track suit top, a change of top and a towel when its raining and with the younger teams player gloves.

Everybody in turn helps on game days with setup, refreshments and break down. Managers are often stretched with their training and match day responsibilities. If you’ve a skill please offer it.

On match days you make all players of both teams feel valued and positively encouraged from the opposite side of the field to the subs and not from behind the goals. Some clubs don’t follow this courtesy or ethic and it’s quite wrong. If you are ever intimidated, report back & don’t react.

You resist as much as possible giving players specific instructions in a game & let them play. 

We minimise our comments and anyone else’s can be confusing or actually contradictory.

You willingly and openly participate in the season with support, questions and comments. Comberton Crusaders FC measures our success by how much the players enjoy themselves & learn and how much parents, brothers & sisters enjoy the football events that we offer.

Looking forward to a great season. 
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